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about cold war warsaw: posters and neon

Before the era of globalized poster design, Polish graphic artists were
creating their own brand of much more expressive and unique versions for
the internal market. What resulted was an entire school of artists trained
in the art of the poster. From the famous Krakow Academy of Arts to
Warsaw College of Art these designers were leading the way in developing
the avant-garde design movement that would eventually reach well
beyond the borders of their country.
The Polish Poster School has long enjoyed a reputation for influencing
international graphic design, but Cold War Warsaw: Posters and Neon
reveals the never-before- told, or seen, story of the connections between these leading designers and the role they played in creating neon
designs, excavating the untold story of famous Polish poster designers,
like Witold Janowski and Janusz Rapnicki, and their stunning contributions to the once grand communist plan to neonize all of Poland.

Many of the neon signs were designed during the 1960s and ‘70s in
the early years of the Cold War. The authorities commissioned the best
architects and graphic designers of the day—many of whom were already engaged in the groundbreaking poster school productions. The
neon signs they designed and produced became iconic, highly visible
landmarks with a local aesthetic, and in turn were embraced by the
public as an important part of Poland’s cultural fabric.
Recently, a routine stock taking of the President of Warsaw’s offices
resulted in the discovery of a secret bunker. In this hidden room, never
before seen by the public, lay thousands of sketches, poster designs,
neon schematics, and other important cultural documents collecting
dust for over thirty years. What an initial examination of the materials

made clear is the link between the trends in Polish graphic design of
the time and the creation of giant neon signs and symbols.
Cold War Warsaw: Posters and Neon authors Ilona Karwinska and David
Hill have acquired the exclusive rights to this astounding collection.
Working with an official city of Warsaw historian, the best materials
from this treasure trove of Cold War design artifacts comprise this
book, furthering the story of how a controlling government unknowingly served as the impetus for designs that are still admired, and
copied, today.
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market assessment

Design created under political duress is always popular, and relevant: Many
books about politics and design have been released, focusing on how
restrictive regimes unknowingly inspire boundary-pushing work; Cold
War Warsaw: Posters and Neon is such a book.
An untold story in the canon of international graphic design: A great number of books have been dedicated to individual designers and design
movements, but this story has never been told and the authors are the
only ones with the access to tell it.
A title sure to have long-term demand in special markets and classrooms:
Rigorously researched, carefully archived, and artfully photographed, the
book’s written and illustrated content cannot be replicated in any other
book; it is an invaluable resource for design students and those interested in visual culture, Poland, and the Cold War.
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Ghost & Company, a newly minted boutique book packager, provides publishers the
world over with illustrated books, ranging from affordable, pop culture gift titles to
sumptuously produced photography monographs. Ghost & Company brings over
twenty years of combined book production experience to every project. We recognize
international trends and talent, finessing raw content into books that match the lists
of our publisher clients.
Ghost & Company’s extensive illustrated book experience results in our ability to
shepherd a book from concept to finished product—we can deliver book files or
arrange for books to be delivered to a warehouse.
Ghost & Company draws on the collective experience of its co-founders, collaborating
with an extensive network of the many individuals that contribute to the creation of a
book, from writers and designers to photographers, illustrators, translators, indexers,
and proofreaders.
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